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Tudor monarchs occupied a throne which had a considerable
tendency to rock; claimants for the unstable position were many,
and at any moment one of them might turn agrarian discontent
into political adventure. The dispossessed were of the class
that formed the backbone of English armies and were quite
equal to the mercenaries that might be sent against them.
Obviously it was best, if possible, to prevent the discontent.

(6) The shire levies were the source of England's man-power
in time of war. The replacement of sturdy farmers and their
sons by thousands of sheep threatened to make recruiting
impossible. If the tradition of the English foot-soldier, won
at Cr6cy, was to be maintained he must come from something
better than the rogue and vagabond class. The maintenance,
therefore, of a substantial peasantry was essential,

(c) Financially, too, the farming class was the backbone of
the country. Subsidies and fifteenths were levied partly on the
rent of land, partly on property and household goods. The
disappearance of the substantial peasant farmer lessened the
amount of taxable property, and, though the landlord might
increase his rents and so pay more tax on thorn, the increase in
tax so gained was not equal to the loss by the destruction of
property. Especially was this so since the assessment of property
was much nearer its real value than that of rents, many of the
latter being returned at less than a tenth of their true amount.

For these reasons it was necessary for the government to take
steps to prevent a too swift change in the system of land tenure
and the administration of landed property. Let us now inquire
what were the measures taken, First of all We find all through
our period a series of statutes against enclosures and consequent
depopulation. Except for a period of four years from 1549-53,
when power was in the hands of the great landlords, who used
it shamelessly in their own interests, the government saw that
the law of the land should be against the unscrupulous innovator,
All the statutes are very alike, all aim at maintaining a fixed
portion of the land as arable. Typical clauses are :

(a) Pasture formerly under the plough to be re-converted;